
Ancient History: A Literature Approach 

 

1. Gilgamesh the Hero by Geraldine McCaughrean * ($20) 
2. Tales of Ancient Egypt by Roger Lancelyn Green * ($4.99) 
3. Caesar’s Gallic War by Olivia Coolidge. * ($15.00) 
4. Black Ships Before Troy - The Story of the Iliad by Rosemary Sutcliff * ($7.50) 
5. Julius Caesar (The Folger Shakespeare Library) * ($4.00) 
6. The Odyssey by Homer. (version to be announced in the next two weeks.) 
7. Some selections from The Aeneid by Virgil-not the whole novel (version to be 

announced in the next two weeks.) 
8. The Greek Way, by Edith Hamilton. * ($12.95) 
9. Aesop’s Fables from the public domain. 
10. Selections from Aristotle on the good life and on democracy. Primarily these will be 

from the public domain.  
11. The Magna Carta by James Dougherty is another possible important selection for the 

historical background.  

Too many books are chosen. I will narrow down the list the next week, looking for lower cost 
options. Julius Caesar is definite, as is Gilgamesh. Perhaps, they are cheaper at other sources, 
such as Amazon.  

Additional recommended work for extra credit: 

1. The Golden Fleece and the Heroes Who Lived Before Achilles by Padraic Colum.  
2. Mara, Daughter of the Nile by Eloise Jarvis McGraw 
3. The Children’s Homer: The Adventures of Odysseus and the Tale of Troy, by Padraic 

Colum. 
4. Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes by Edith Hamilton * ($28.00) 
5. D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths by Ingri and Edgar D’Aulaire * 

 

My desire to teach ancient history and literature is from the wish to see children grounded in 
Western Civilization before they study U.S. history in the 11th grade. Our children take 
democracy for granted and know little of the reasoning our founders had in forming our 
Constitutional Republic. They do not know of the divine right of kings or of how a king could 
act on a whim, calling death or poverty upon any of his subjects. They do not know why Roman 
and Greek political systems were called upon when forming our new government, or why those 
governments failed in the past. It is my desire to fill in this gap and read great literature that 
illustrates some of what was great and what was wrong in these ancient cultures. Preparing for 
English composition in the eleventh grade in college is central to this course. We will review 
grammar and vocabulary to enrich their studies.  
 
 

 



*Beautiful Feet Books stocks many of these books. Many others are available in any bookstore.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


